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Abstract

The agricultural sector is considered one of the most important
productive sectors participating in achieving economic development in general
and agricultural development in particular, as work is being done to build the
foundations of the economic structure under an integrated system of laws,
legislation and some procedures that depend on agricultural development
programs on both their vertical and horizontal axes, and despite these efforts
However, achieving such development still requires a great effort to face the
various possible economic changes. The growth of agricultural production has
long been characterized by relative stagnation in Egypt due to the narrow
agricultural area on the one hand, and the limited agricultural expansion into new
lands on the other hand (due to the many problems facing such a policy, whether
technical, administrative, or financing). Also, the presence of some problems in
irrigation and drainage systems in agricultural lands has led to the deterioration
of the productive qualities of many agricultural lands. Hence, the decline in the
productive efficiency of using agricultural resources (in light of the rise in the
prices of many agricultural resources as a result of the implementation of the
policy of eliminating subsidies adopted by the state since the mid-eighties of the
last century), which resulted in the existence of price imbalances, whether in the
resource market and/or the market. Agricultural products. Vegetable crops in
general, and garlic in particular, are considered among the most important and
necessary food crops for humans in all countries of the world, as they are
considered an important source of a group of essential elements for the body
such as potassium, phosphorus, calcium, manganese, iodine, zinc, cobalt, iron
and copper in a form suitable for human nutrition in addition to their content of
compounds. Vitality and vitamins. Garlic is considered a winter vegetable crop
that is grown during the months of September and October each year. (Either
alone or attached to other crops) for the purpose of local consumption or export.
Garlic also has many food and medicinal uses in its fresh and dried forms. The
garlic crop is considered one of the most important strategic and export crops,
whether for the Arab or European markets, as it is exported in both fresh and
dried forms. Garlic is always exported during the months of April and May of
each year when the markets are devoid of commercial competition for it, which
achieves the highest prices. The average quantity exported from it reached about
15 thousand tons during the period (2006-2022), with a value of about 15 million
dollars during the average period of the same period.
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Sohag Governorate is considered one of the governorates of the Republic that produces the garlic crop due to its
productive and economic importance. However, it has retreated significantly from the expansion of its cultivation,
as the cultivated area of this crop reached about 473 acres, equivalent to about 1.64% of the total cultivated area at
the level of the Republic, which amounts to about 28,925 acres during the average period. The period (2006-2022),
while the total output amounted to about 5,557 tons, equivalent to about 1.91% of the total output at the republic
level, which amounted to about 290,937 tons during the average of the same period. Despite the importance of the
export garlic crop in Egypt in general and in Sohag Governorate in particular, this crop still suffers from a set of
production and marketing problems that prevent it from achieving productive and economic efficiency, as a
discrepancy has recently been observed in each of the cultivated areas. A significant decrease in the average
productivity per acre and hence the quantity of output in most governorates of the Republic in general and in Sohag
Governorate in particular, which may have a negative impact on the quantity and value of exports from it. In
addition to the high prices of the product and placing the burden on the consumer group, this may be due to the
high prices of productive resources and then the high production costs for producing this crop, as well as the low
marketing efficiency of it due to the multiplicity of intermediaries and high marketing costs, and therefore it was
necessary to shed light on energy. Productivity, economic and consumption of this crop. Based on the
aforementioned research problem and to identify marketing systems and study marketing margins, the objectives of
the study focused on the following:
1- Study of both the productive and economic capacity of the garlic crop in Sohag Governorate.
2- Analysis of marketing services and margins for producers, wholesalers, retailers, and consumers of the garlic
crop in Sohag Governorate.
3- Analysis of the determinants of marketing efficiency, the distribution of consumer pounds, and the rate of
increase in price for the research sample of the garlic crop in Sohag Governorate.
4- Study the marketing problems facing garlic growers using the research sample.

In achieving its objectives, the study relied on both descriptive and quantitative economic analysis
represented in estimating the general time trend equations for the main indicators of the crop under study and
measuring marketing margins and the share of intermediaries in the consumer price, as well as marketing
efficiency. The study also relied on primary data that was completed through a questionnaire form for Sohag
Governorate that was collected from a random sample of 50 farms in addition to 50 other forms that included 15 for
wholesalers and 35 for retailers) in the Maragha and Sohag centers. This study also relied on secondary data, which
is represented in published and unpublished data from: the Economic Affairs Sector - the Central Administration of
Agricultural Economics and Statistics of the Ministry of Agriculture, and the records of the Statistics Department
of the Directorate of Agriculture in Sohag.

The study reached a set of important results, which were as follows:

Through studying the most important productive indicators of the garlic crop in Sohag Governorate and
through the results of analyzing the general time trend of the productive indicators, it was revealed that there is an
annual increase in both the cultivated area and the total production of the garlic crop, estimated at about 33.44 acres
and about 370.03 tons, respectively, during the period 2006-2023. Through studying the most important economic
indicators of the garlic crop in Sohag Governorate, it was found that there is an annual increase in the price of a ton,
revenue per acre, cost per acre, and net return per acre, estimated at about 65.14, 1043.53, 440.22, and 603.31
pounds for each of them, respectively. By studying the marketing margins for the garlic crop in Sohag Governorate
in 2024 according to the marketing systems (from producer to consumer, from producer to wholesaler, from
wholesaler to retailer, from retailer to consumer) It was found that the marketing margin for each of these four
systems was estimated at approximately 4514.3, 2700.3, 1655.7, and 4444.0 pounds, respectively. By studying the
differences between the average profits between the different marketing paths under study, it was found that there
are significant differences between them, and the marketing path from the retailer to the consumer came in first
place, then followed in second place by the marketing path of the producer to the consumer, then each of the two
paths from the farmer to the merchant. Wholesale, and from wholesaler to retailer, are ranked third and fourth,
respectively. It has been shown that the highest marketing path in obtaining profits is from the retailer to the
consumer, due to reducing expenses on the one hand and the merchant controlling the selling price and reducing
marketing expenses in some areas on the other hand. From a study of productive problems, it became clear that the
most important productive problems facing garlic growers in Sohag Governorate were both the shortage of labor
and the decrease in the quantity of output. While the problems of low selling prices of the product and the difficulty
of transportation from the farm to the gathering center represent the most important marketing problems.
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